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reducing the excesses which have arisen in this branch, and we rely
upon your zeal and firmness to persevere in a minute investigation of
those expenses so that in future every article which is not of absolute
necessity may be restrained. But if from the progress already made a
sufficient fund shall not result to enable you to carry our positive order
into execution, we direct that the whole offices under the Revenue
Department shall undergo a proportional defalcation of so much pci
cent upon the whole aggregate sum of their salary and emoluments as
may answer the purpose of that reduction we have ordered immediately
10 take place. We have only further to add upon this subject that it'
the proportional defalcation from the salaries and emoluments of each
office shall be found necessary, agreable to the last general rule we ha\e
suggested, it shall not operate so as to create any reduction fro-m ihc
stipends or allowances to the Nabob or his ministers, or to the animal
allowances to zemindars or other natives entitled to stipends in virtue
ot positive stipulations with your Government.
7.    We   shall   now   give   you   our   directions   for   sonic   immediate
retrenchment in the collection of the customs in Bengal as constituting
the second branch of revenue.
8.    And here we remark with concern that the allowances for com-
miviion given  to the members of the Board  of Customs have exceeded
all   reasonable   bounds,   and   which   alone   have   increased   the   charges
incurred in collecting  the customs  to  more   than  double  then   amount
in former years.    The estimated emoluments to the collectors  of  Moor-
shedabad, Calcutta, Patna and Dacca we also consider too high, especially
as on the general plan of reform, necessary to be made, they will probably
exceed the allowances to offices of greater trust and importance.
i
g. We have therefore determined that the Board of Customs shall
be abolished forthwith and the management of the customs committed
to the charge of the Committee of Revenues but without any addition
to their allowances on this account.
10.    The allowances to the collectors of Government customs  must
be reduced to what they were in 1776, and the fees on rawanas at  the
present rate collected for the Company, but the whole expense of collect-
ing the Government customs must be included in  the  72  lacks  appro-
priated for the charges of the revenues.
11.    In  respect  to  the   Company's   Custom   Master  we   direct   that
instead of his present salary of current rupees  1900 per month  he  be
allowed current rupees 1000 per month, and the allowances to his deputy
must be reduced to current rupees 500 per month.
12.    We consider the profits arising from salt as the  third  branch
of oar revenue.    By the account entered on your Revenue Consultations
of January 1784, the profits on the salt of 1781/2, made out to the end
^ April 1783, after deducting what belongs to the former years* account.